SANT SHRI MALOOKDAS

Sant  Shri  Malookdas occupies a
distinguished place in India’s sant-tradition,
embodying bhakti, selfless service, equality of vision
and welfare of all. He lived during the reigns of
Mughal emperors Akbar, Jahangir, Shah Jahan and
Aurangzeb, an age marked by social divisions,
religious sectarianism and rigid customs. Through
his  teachings, he advocated compassion,
righteousness, universal welfare and devotion to
the Divine, reflecting the eternal values of Sanatan
Dharma.

He was born in 1574 CE at Kara (Kada), in
present-day Kaushambi district of Uttar Pradesh,
traditionally identified as the son of Sundardas
Khatri. From an early age, he displayed a strong
inclination towards spirituality and detachment
from worldly pursuits. Associated with the Bhakti
movement, his teachings presented profound
philosophical ideas in simple language accessible to
ordinary people. His writings emphasised inner
devotion over outward religious formalities, while
exploring knowledge, renunciation, self-realisation,
the nature of the Divine and liberation.

His teachings presented profound Vedantic
principles in simple language accessible to the
common people. His celebrated doha, “Ajagar karai
na chakari, panchhi karai na kam, Das Maluka yon
kahain, sabke data Ram,” expresses unwavering
faith in Shri Ram as the Divine sustainer, while
“Maluka soi pir hai, jo janai par pir” places empathy
for another’s suffering at the heart of true
saintliness. Thousands became his disciples,
including Ramdas Ji, Dayaldas Ji, Sudamadas Ji,
Udayramdas Ji, Keshavdas Ji, Mirmadhavdas Ji and
Garibdas Ji.

He made a significant contribution to Hindi
saint literature. Works traditionally attributed to
him include Gyan Bodh, Ratan Khan, Bhakti-Vivek,

Gyan Parochhi, Barahkhadi, Ramavatar Lila, Vraj Lila,

Dhruv Charit, Vibhav Vibhuti and Sukh Sagar. His SRl SIp
literary and spiritual legacy continues through the V
works of later scholars and followers. M

He passed away in 1682 CE. His tradition o
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